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rritory

Frequency Percent Nelleliel

Percent
65 19.6 19.9
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lacements

f children and young people lived in foster

elatives (national average 40%)
tial care (national average 5%)
Jations or are homeless

average 1%)
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alternative education
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partment workers

83) of children and young people surveyed

y had a departmental caseworker and

ted that they did not have a
worker.

g people surveyed who

ad a caseworker, 20%
ame caseworker for
147) had their
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partment workers

Length of timewithout a worker

less than
amonth

1-2
months

2-3
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4-6
months

6-12
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Total number of Department workers

Total number of workers
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on - what do children and young
0 have a say about....
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n case plans?

E survey undertaken in
en and young people
ey were aware
to 47% in
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ease In participation in case planning?

children and young people who
olan participated in developing
e the opportunity to

1ad a case
\\ Ing It.
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In 2004 In 2002
49) stated they were  100% stated they were involved
y discussing their by discussing their plan with
eir worker their worker

that they had « 47% stated that they had
attended a meeting

o 29% stated that they had
discussed their plan with
their carer

10% stated that they had
itten down what they wanted
ve in the plan

d that they had
in other ways

had
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Summary of perceptions of participation

Workers
listening
to views

Always

Mostly

Sometimes

Never

Having
a say
about
where
they
live

Having a
say about
their

education

Having a
say
about
contact
with
relatives

Having a
say
about
clothing

48

Access to
file
information
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e needs of children and

n care.
ith a significant adult

Isfaction with this

noney, clothing,
les and
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Ip with a significant adult

ildren and young people in care felt they had
uld talk to about their lives

orlty (225) of children and young
number of people they could
ere only able to identify

as the person with
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ey felt that their health care
. met

health care needs were
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e needs key issues highlighted:

ent on entry to care
iew of health care needs
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eeds - key issues highlighted:

ce of schools
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Satisfaction of family
contact:

73% (243) were happy with
the level of contact they had
with their family

% (80) were unhappy
9) were unsure
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ts you to see your family and
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stop from seeing your family

stops or limits access - 30
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Clothing Pocket money
48% (159) said they felt - 47% (157) said they felt
that their clothing was that their pocket money
were always similar needs were always met
22% (72) believed their - 15% (51) believed their
clothing was mostly pocket money needs
similar were mostly met
21% (68) felt that their - 17% (56) felt that their
clothing was pocket money needs
sometimes similar were sometimes met

* 9% (30) believed their - 16% (52) believed they
clothing were never were never met

similar
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e best thing about your
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ld you most like to change about your

or restoration - 64

S attitude and
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~acilitation and support of children and young
people’s contact with their birth family,
particularly their mother and siblings.

Appropriate placements that meet children
and young people’s needs for stability,
belonging and building of relationships
with significant adults. Placement with
siblings and Iin proximity to birth family is
optimum and should be pursued.
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Financial support is consistent, readily
available and approved to ensure health,
clothing, educational needs and participation in
activities, sporting or other hobbies are met
regardless of care type.

Significant resources are committed to
reunifying children and young people with their
families where possible or making long term
permanent arrangements Iif the child or young
person Is to stay within the care system.
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The significance of children and young people’s
relationships with caseworkers is under

appreciated

oy the system and there is a high need

for increased consistency in those relationships and

time to enab

The facilitat

e relationship building.

lon of children and young people’s

participation in all decisions being made about their
lives Is decreasing and this needs to be turned

around. The
people consi

key areas that children and young
stently want to participate in concern

decisions about who they live with and contact with

their families



be.ing our best

Education is prioritised by children and
young people, but not always by the system -
education support to be increased and school
changes to be decreased.

The ongoing physical and psychological
nealth and well-being of children and young
people must be in the forefront of case
planning processes to ensure these needs
are not only being met but decisions that are
to be made are taken in light of these needs.




