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DETAILS 

Title 
Premier’s Youth Initiative (PYI) -  Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – 
PYI Eligibility 

FAQ Issue Number 1 

Date 21 September 2018 

 
The following questions and answers have been raised for the Premier’s Youth Initiative (PYI). 
 
Question Answer 

(1) At what age can young people 
commence PYI services? 

All young people in statutory Out of Home Care aged 16 years and 9 
months to 17 years and 6 months are screened for eligibility to the 
Premier’s Youth Initiative.  This screening generates the PYI eligibility 
list. 

(2) Are young people in supported care 
arrangements eligible for PYI? 

Young people in supported care arrangements are not eligible for PYI. 

(3) If a young person is eligible for PYI 
services but they no longer live in 
the area, can they be transferred to 
another location and still be part of 
the initiative? 

If the new location is within a PYI district, the young person can still be a 
part of the initiative.  The PYI consent worker should refer the young 
person to the relevant consent worker in the location the young person 
lives in.   

(4) If there are no PYI services in the 
area the young person is moving to, 
would they need to be exited from 
the program? 

Yes, the young person will need to be exited from PYI if they are moving 
to a non-PYI location. 

(5) If there is a PYI provider in the area 
they are moving to, can the existing 
PYI provider refer the client to the 
PYI provider in that area? 

Yes, see answer to Q (3) above. 

(6) I have a young person who is 
currently living with their relative 
interstate. Would they be eligible? 

No, they would not be eligible as they live outside of NSW where PYI is 
not being rolled out.  If they return to NSW and live in an area where PYI 
is being rolled out then the YP may possibly be eligible subject to the 
vulnerability screening process. 

(7) I have a young person who has 
been identified by FACS for PYI. 
One of my other clients lives in the 
same house and recently turned 17 
years. Would that young person 
also be eligible for PYI given they 
live at the same address? 

All young people in statutory Out of Home Care aged 16 years and 9 
months to 17 years and 6 months are screened for eligibility to the 
Premier’s Youth Initiative. This screening generates the PYI eligibility 
list.  If the young person appears on one of the district eligibility lists for 
PYI, the young person will be invited to receive Premier’s Youth 
Initiative services.   
 
Young people cannot be referred to the program on an ad hoc basis or 
outside of this process.  Please email PYI@facs.nsw.gov.au  or phone 
8753 8513 and ask for the contact details of the consent worker from 
your district. 

(8) If my young person is not appearing 
on my eligible sample list, could 
they be on a list for another PYI 
district?  

You can email PYI@facs.nsw.gov.au  or phone 8753 8513 to check if 
the young person is on the eligibility list for other districts. 
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(9) A number of young people have 
been accepted into PYI. None of 
them have a Leaving Care Plan. 
Are the YP able to transition to PYI 
services without one, as we have 
one young person who requires 
housing within the next 2 weeks? 

Leaving care plans are not an eligibility criteria so technically a service 
can be provided.  However FACS and the service provider should 
ensure that the OOHC agency (FACS or NGO) completes a leaving 
care plan.   

(10) One of my young people is 
incarcerated with no release date 
known at this stage.  They have 
agreed to receive PYI services via 
liaison with their caseworker, prior 
to ageing out.  Can the PYI service 
provider still accept the young 
person into PYI services based on 
this information?   

 

Yes, as the young person has consented to participate in PYI before 

they became ineligible, they can continue to receive PYI services.  If the 

young person re-locates to another area when they are released, they 

can continue to receive PYI services only if they reside in a PYI district, 

otherwise they will need to exit from the program and would receive 

usual aftercare services. 

 

(11) I am unsure as to why one of my 
young people is listed as eligible for 
PYI.  The YP is exiting care next 
year, will remain with her carers and 
is not homeless or at risk of being 
homeless.   How were they 
identified as a suitable PYI 
participant? 

The screening identifies categories of YP who are likely to be vulnerable 
to homelessness upon exit from OOHC, This does not mean that a YP 
is actually homeless or at risk of homelessness.  The purpose of the 
screening is to identify those that are likely to become at risk in the 
future (post-care).  
 
 If a YP feels they are not at risk in the future, they can still either accept 
the services (and use them to build their capacity for independence, 
even if leaving their carer is sometime further in the future) or decline if 
they do not wish to receive the services (noting they cannot change their 
mind later once they age out of eligibility or if all the places are full).  It is 
not necessary for a YP to leave their carer or accept PYI 
accommodation in order to receive PYI services.  The services can be 
provided while the YP stays with the carer or if the YP obtains 
alternative accommodation elsewhere.   

(12) I have a YP in a residential group 
home and is currently living outside 
of a PYI area, however all his family 
connections are within a PYI area. 
Is it possible for him to still be 
eligible as he wants to return to the 
PYI area? 

If the PYI service provider is willing to work with the YP until they 
relocate to a PYI area, then the YP will remain eligible.  However, if the 
provider is not willing (i.e. there are challenges/issues/barriers in 
providing a service outside of the PYI area) then the YP will become 
ineligible. 

(13) Are young people in Supported 
Independent Living (SIL) eligible for 
PYI? 

 Yes, they are eligible for PYI services. 

 


