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Kinship Care: Making it a National
Issue

Placing a child with relatives or kin increases the
likelihood that he or she will grow up and know
that they’re loved, they’re claimed, they belong
… that essential human need we have to be
anchored, to belong, to be claimed, to have
someone who delights in you …
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 18:

Article 27:

Both parents share responsibility for
bringing up their children, and should
always consider what is best for each
child. Governments must respect the
responsibility of parents for providing
appropriate guidance to their children

Children have the right to a standard of
living that is good enough to meet their
physical and mental needs.
Governments should help families and
guardians who cannot afford to provide
this, particularly with regard to food,
clothing and housing.

Challenges
! A real or perceived shortage of carers
! Inadequate financial support
! Limited workforce understanding of aboriginal kinship systems,
and cultural issues and sensitivities more generally
! Less rigorous assessment of placements
! Lack of culturally appropriate carer assessment tools
! More limited training and support made available to kin careers
and the children in these placements, on the assumption that this
is not required where relationships are familial
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Responses to Child Sexual Abuse
Recommendations in relation to
kinship care

Recommendation 12.8
Each state and territory government should adopt a model of
assessment appropriately tailored for kinship/relative care.
This type of assessment should be designed to:
a) better identify the strengths as well as the support and training
needs of kinship/relative carers
b) ensure holistic approaches to supporting placements that are
culturally safe
c) include appropriately resources support plans

Recommendation 12.11

State and territory governments and out-of-home care service providers
should ensure that training for foster and relative/kinship carers,
residential care staff and child protection workers includes an
understanding of trauma and abuse, the impact on children and the
principles of trauma-informed care to assist them to meet the needs of
children in out-of-home care, including children with harmful sexual
behaviours.

Recommendation 12.13mendation

12.13

State and territory governments and out-of-home care service
providers should provide advice, guidelines and ongoing
professional development for all foster and kinship/relative carers
and residential care staff about preventing and responding to the
harmful sexual behaviours of some children in out-of-home care.

Recommendation 12.17
Each state and territory government should ensure that:
a) the financial support and training provided to kinship/
relative carers is equivalent to that provided to foster
carers
b) the need for any additional supports are identified
during kinship/relative carer assessments and are
funded
c) additional casework support is provided to maintain
birth family relationships.

Recommendation 12.20
Each state and territory government, in consultation with appropriate Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander organisations and community representatives, should develop and
implement plans to:
a) fully implement the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle
b) improve community and child protection sector understanding of the intent and scope of the
principle
c) develop outcome measures that allow quantification and reporting on the extent of the full
application of the principle, and evaluation of its impact on child safety and the reunification
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children with their families
d) invest in community capacity building as a recognised part of kinship care, in addition to
supporting individual carers, in recognition of the role of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities in bringing up children.

