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Care Proceedings: Achieving the Best Outcomes for Children



1. What are DRCs and who are Children’s 
Registrars?

2. How does a case get referred to a DRC?

3. Inside a DRC

4. Funded service providers and DRCs



What is a “Dispute Resolution Conference”?
} The main form of Alternative Dispute 

Resolution for care cases in the Children’s 
Court

} Convened by Children’s Registrars

See Care Act s 65



Who are the Children’s Registrars?
} Australian lawyers

} Mediation training in a nationally accredited 
training course

} “Quasi-judicial powers” delegated by 
legislation: Children’s Court Act 1987 (NSW) 
s10A; Children’s Court Rule 2000 (NSW) cl 19

} 13 Children’s Registrars cover all of NSW 
(based in Parramatta, Surry Hills, 
Campbelltown, Port Kembla, Broadmeadow, 
Lismore, Wagga Wagga)



Why do Children’s Registrars exist?

Wood Royal Commission recommendations:

} Children’s Registrars can assist the Court by 
“facilitating early resolution of matters by way 
of agreement or ensuring that the matter is 
ready for hearing”

} ADR offers “improved participation by the 
children and families in the decision making 
process” (Wood Report vol 2, 2008 at [12.29], 
[12.128])



What types of cases can be referred?

} Standard care applications

} Rescission/variation (“s 90”) applications

} Contact applications

} Guardianship applications

} Parenting capacity orders

} District Court appeals 



3. Who can refer a case to a DRC and at what 
stage of the proceedings?

} The Children’s Court can refer a case to a 
DRC at any stage before or during a hearing, 
on its own motion or at a party’s request

} A Children’s Registrar can refer a case to a 
DRC but only if all the parties consent

} Support for pre-care plan DRCs

} More than 1 DRC 



} Confidentiality (Care Act s 244B, C): 
Inadmissibility of evidence, no disclosure

} Conciliation model

} Participants: parties and their lawyers have a 
right to attend, Guardian Ad Litem, young persons

} Equality of participants



4. Inside a DRC continued

} Format and duration: up to 3 hours, group 
and private sessions

} Variations: eg shuttle conferences, experts 
attending



} Participation is on request and at the 
Children’s Registrar’s discretion



Children’s Court Practice Note 3
Excerpts from paragraphs 4.2 and 4.3:

“A DRC may, upon request and at the discretion of 
the Children’s Registrar, be attended by: 

A representative of a non-government organisation 
(NGO) authorised by the Secretary to case manage 
the placement of the child/young person; 

If a party or their legal representative wishes a 
person specified in 4.2 to attend the DRC the party 
must give reasonable notice to the Children’s 
Registrar and to the other parties”



Factors in deciding to grant a request to attend:

} “Reasonable notice” for request

} Parties’ objections

} Relationship with the parties

} Power imbalance

} Issues to be discussed at the DRC (may allow 
partial attendance)



What is helpful about the FSP’s participation in 
a DRC?

} Good relationship with the parents

} Understanding of the decision-making about 
contact

} Information about plans to support 
restoration 



Questions?


